SPIRITS  IN  INANIMATE  THINGS
But the Indian, always reasoning in the first place from what he knows of himself, remembers that as, for example, in dreams, his own spirit moves with complete activity even when his body -lies motionless, so there is no reason to doubt that the spirit within the motionless rock has the power of activity also. He is occasionally hurt either by falling on a rock, or by the rock falling upon him, and, in either case, he attributes the blame, by a line of argument still not uncommon in civilized life, to the rock. In fact, he attributes any calamity which may happen to him to the intention of the immediate instrument of its infliction, and he not unnaturally sees in the action of this instrument evidence of its possession of a spirit." 23 A well-known example is that of the chief of the Koussa Kaffirs. Having died soon after he had broken off a piece of the anchor of a stranded ship, all his subjects made a point of saluting the anchor as an injured and vindictive being. Among some Indo-Chinese tribes, the relatives of a man killed by a fall from a tree take their revenge by cutting it down and scattering the chips. The same idea is manifest in the higher culture. In the court held in ancient
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